
it’
s 

th
e

GETTING BACK
TO BUSINESS?

GAMING, DRAWING, DICKENS & DEL BOY…

it
’s

 t
he

it
’s

 t
he

THE TROTTERS COME

TO ROCHESTER

The local biz for Rochester  |  Issue 2  |  August 2019

see centre pages

Ph
ot

o:
 G

in
o 

Ci
ng

an
el

li

FREE

BEER
facts & quiz

see
page 18

ITB02 Artwork.indd   1

02/08/2019   08:43

LA
U

RE
N’

S
LI

TT
LE MAKES

FREE

it
’s

 t
he

FREE

it
’s

 t
he KEEP THEBELLS RINGING

LOCKDOWNHOME OFFICE

See pages 10-11

MAKES

Se
e

pa
ge

25

LOCKDOWNHOME OFFICE

WHAT’S IT BEEN LIKE IN THE

See pages 12-14

Help raise      £100,000!

BELLS, OFFICES, CROCHET, WEDDINGS & THE MOON…

The local biz for Rochester  |  Issue 3

ITB03 Artwork.indd   1
ITB03 Artwork.indd   1

22/06/2020   11:20
22/06/2020   11:20

it
’s

 t
he

GET THE WORD OUT WITH

It’s The Biz is a free magazine delivered to letterboxes in 
Rochester and published online, featuring stories promoting 

local businesses as well as clubs, societies, charities and events.

07510 298499
neil@itsthebiz.net

No hidden extras!
Design is included.

POST-LOCKDOWN OFFER: All display ads are half price! Starting 
at £22.50 for an eighth page, full colour ad, including design.

CLASSIFIED LINE ADS ARE FREE!

If you’re getting ready or have already started trading again, let people 
know with an advert in the next edition. You can take anything from a 
classified line ad to a full advertorial. All ads placed also qualify for a 
short news item about post-lockdown recovery plans. Articles about 

your trade, industry or individual business are also welcome to boost the 
advert and offer more context for the reader. Don’t forget to promote 

your special offers – utilise the space for cut-out vouchers.
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Get a full colour advert designed, 
printed and distributed to thousands of letterboxes for 

as little as £22.50! Or take a FREE classified line ad.

PICK-UP POINTS NEEDED! Get in touch if you have space to 
stock copies of the magazine for your customers to take away.

07510 298499
neil@itsthebiz.net

Hurry if you want to be 
featured in the next edition! 

Call or email Neil or go online.

CAN YOUR BUSINESS OFFER A PRIZE TO OUR READERS? 
If so, get your display advert designed and printed for free!
Offer goods or services as a prize and get more interest in your business.

It’s The Biz has teamed up with Kent Leaflet Distribution to deliver 
the magazine through letterboxes in Rochester. If you would prefer 
your advertising message to be a stand-alone flyer, we can design 

and print this for you and it can be distributed in the same run.
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Wedding

Planning
TIPS

TOP 10

1
3

4

2

1 Budget

Set a realistic budget before you do 

anything else - and decide who is paying 

for what. In order to stick to it, make sure 

you factor in all the details and don’t 

forget additional costs like gifts and dress 

alterations.

Remember that the cheapest is not always 

the best, so ask for references and look at 

examples of their work.

Guests

The biggest wedding expense is probably 

going to be your guests, so draw up a list 

early and make sure you only include 

people you really want to be there.  

Then you will be able to find the right 

venue that can accommodate your  

chosen number.

Your “all day” guests, comprising close 

friends and family, will join you for 

the ceremony and wedding breakfast;  

whereas your guests who come just for 

the reception will only incur an extra cost 

if you are supplying an evening buffet.

Seating Plan

It’s a good idea to start this as early 

as you can. It can be much more 

difficult than you expect it to be – a 

logistical headache!

Always remember that not all of your 

friends and family get on, so be sure 

to do your homework  

before you do your  

seating plan.

Menu

Select a menu that reflects you and 

your partner’s tastes by choosing 

your own favourite dishes, rather 

than being driven by the dietary 

requirements of other people.

It’s vital to ask your guests if 

they have any food allergies. 

Some people suffer from 

extremely sensitive 

conditions – for example 

even the presence of peanuts 

in the room it can cause a 

reaction through the air! 

FROM SOS ENTERTAINMENT

SOS Entertainment can help with your wedding reception and parties: top of the 

range mobile discos, photo booths, LED Dance floors and much much more!

q07956 101 596   f @sosentertainment   H www.sosentertainment.party
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Website 

Make a wedding website so that all your 

guests and family members can visit 

one place to check all the details of your 

day. This can include the gift list, the 

day’s itinerary, as well as transport and 

accommodation information.

Friends and family can also post and share 

any photos from your special day.

Ground Rules

Make sure you’re aware of any restrictions 

at the church and reception venue, such as 

whether confetti as allowed.

Some wedding venues state that you have 

to clean the venue at the end of the night 

or pay a extra charge some even keep your 

deposit if this is not done!

Check if your venue will allow your DJ to 

use smoke or haze machines – if they’re not 

warned prior to the DJ using it, the whole 

place could be evacuated due to the fire 

alarm being set off by the smoke/haze.

Thank You

Don’t forget to thank your wedding party 

and those who have played a part in your 

big day – arrange small gifts as a thank you.

If you don’t have the budget for any gifts, 

then a thank you during your speeches 

or via the DJ’s Microphone will do, just so 

they know you appreciate all they have 

done for you.

Have Fun!

No one will enjoy a day hosted by a 

stressed-out couple who are overwhelmed 

by last-minute panics. With careful 

planning and organisation, you will be 

able to relax and make the most of all the 

special moments with your loved ones. 

Enjoy yourselves – it will fly by!

Why not treat yourselves and your guests 

to some entertainment in the evening?

Some companies offer white adult bouncy 

castles, cash grabbers (Crystal Maze), 

photobooths etc.

Kids

Be consistent with your policy on 

children - are they all welcome; will it be 

immediate family only; or do you want 

an adult-only wedding? Whatever you 

choose, make sure you stick to it to avoid 

hurt feelings.

It could cause a problem if  

you let one family member  

bring their children  

but not let another  

bring theirs!

Stay Organised

Keep accurate records of all your 

transactions with suppliers and venues, 

and ensure you have a list of contacts 

handy on the day itself in case you need to 

make contact with a missing driver!

It’s always handy to a second set of 

suppliers in reserve, should any of those 

you have chosen let you down.

Draw up contracts stipulating full refunds 

and compensation in the event that the 

agreed work isn’t carried out.
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Look after  
your roof!

Every year, it’s a good idea to 

inspect your roof, to see if you can 

spot any problem areas. This can 

be done from the ground, ideally 

in the spring and autumn. Look 

out for the following…

INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL & LABOUR SUPPLIERS

Providing tailor-made scaffolding 

for industrial, commercial and 

domestic clients. Our reliable and 

competitive service has been 

operating for the last seven years 

throughout the Medway Towns, 

South East England including 

London and throughout the UK.

01634 735300 · rochesterscaffolding@gmail.com · rochesterscaffoldingservice.co.uk

         TILES

Look for cracked or chipped 

roof tiles – damaged tiles can 

compromise the ability of the 

roof to withstand exposure to 

the wind, rain and sunshine. Any 

broken tiles should be removed 

and replaced as soon as possible.

         MOSS 

Older roofs can acquire quite 

a build-up of moss, which may 

need to be removed. The biggest 

problem here is that moss can 

hold a lot of water, resulting in the 

possibility of water finding its way 

between the roof tiles.

         TREES 

If there are trees nearby make 

sure there are no overhanging 

branches near your roof. They can 

at least scrape and scratch the 

surface, or at worst, a big storm 

could bring some or all of the 

tree crashing through! Get a tree 

expert to advise you on a course 

of action.

         FLASHING

Metal roof flashing protects roof 

edges, valleys, and the junctions 

between the roof and chimneys, 

dormer windows, etc. To avoid 

water gaining entry, any holes 

or corroded areas can should be 

repaired with roofing cement, or 

larger gaps with flashing material

         GUTTERS

Guttering is a vital part of your 

home’s external structure. But 

it needs to be checked regularly 

to make sure it isn’t getting 

blocked. Dirt and leaves can build 

up which may cause a blockage. 

Large build ups could even get 

washed down to the drains and 

cause problems there.

Brought to you by Rochester 

Scaffolding Ltd, see below…
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The Morning Show is one of a selection of original titles on the newly 

launched Apple TV+ platform; available for a monthly subscription of £4.99. 

The service is also offered free to anyone purchasing a new iPhone, iPad, 

iPod touch, Apple TV or Mac. 

Starring Jennifer Aniston, Reese Witherspoon and Steve Carell, The Morning 

Show explores the cutthroat world of morning news and the lives of the 

people who help America wake up in the morning. Told through the lens of 

two complicated women working to navigate the minefield of high-octane 

jobs while facing crises in both their personal and professional lives, this 

is an unapologetically candid drama that looks at the power dynamics 

between women and men, and women and women, in the workplace. 

All episodes of this gripping series are available to stream now.

The wait is over, as Killing Eve returns to BBC iPlayer and BBC One.

Villanelle (Jodie Comer) and Eve (Sandra Oh) are back again with more 

explosive action and breathtaking cliffhangers in the latest instalment of 

the multi-award winning drama. Whilst Villanelle believes Eve is dead, Eve 

is hoping to hide in plain sight, until a death sets them on a collision course 

once more.

Killing Eve is already BBC iPlayer’s biggest non-continuous drama of all 

time, with nearly 100m requests to watch series one and two so far.

Series three streams weekly on BBC iPlayer from Monday 13 April and will 

air on BBC One from Sunday 19 April. Series one and two are available to 

watch now exclusively via BBC iPlayer. The podcast Obsessed With…Killing 

Eve is available on BBC Sounds

Among the eccentrics and cult personalities in the stranger-than-fiction 

world of big cat owners, few stand out more than Joe Exotic, a mulleted, 

gun-toting polygamist and country western singer who presides over 

an Oklahoma roadside zoo. Charismatic but misguided, Joe and an 

unbelievable cast of characters including drug kingpins, conmen, and cult 

leaders all share a passion for big cats, and the status and attention their 

dangerous menageries garner. But things take a dark turn when Carole 

Baskin, an animal activist and owner of a big cat sanctuary, threatens to 

put them out of business, stoking a rivalry that eventually leads to Joe’s 

arrest for a murder-for-hire plot, and reveals a twisted tale where the only 

thing more dangerous than a big cat is its owner. 

This larger-than-life tale is told over eight compelling episodes, all 

available to stream now on Netflix.

There’s never been more choice for home 

entertainment, with the advent streaming 

services such as Neflix and Apple TV+ as well 

as live and catch-up TV provided by traditional 

broadcasters. Here are a selection of current 

shows rated HHHHH by It’s The Biz…
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Keep the bells 
ringing…

Anyone living in Rochester will 

be familiar with the sound of 

cathedral bells ringing out across 

the town.

This sound is created by the 

cathedral’s Company of Bell 

Ringers, a group of men and 

women of all ages and from all 

walks of life, who ring the bells 

that are hung in the space below 

the cathedral spire.

This ring consists of ten bells 

which were cast in 1921 and 

essential works are now required 

to ensure their future. The 
Rochester Cathedral Bells 

Centenary Project has been set 

up to raise £100,000 to fund  

these works.

The money will also be used to 

extend the ring to twelve bells;  

a rare thing in North Kent. This 

will better allow the ringers to 

continue their work as a teaching 

tower, encouraging young and 

old from all backgrounds to come 

and learn. It will also encourage 

visiting ringers, as the appeal of a 

ring of twelve is irresistible! 

There are lots of ways to 
contribute, from a small donation 

here to sponsoring a bell – the 

ringers will be buying three new 

ones! They would like to ring the 

new bells for the first time in 2021 

to celebrate the centenary of the 

casting of the current ring.

The project was launched last 

September, when the Dean of the 

cathedral spoke of how much the 

bells are appreciated. 

To help maintain the long 
tradition of ringing in Rochester 

and to make the cathedral bells 

a sound to be enjoyed for many 

years to come, you can visit  
justgiving.com and search for 

Rochester Cathedral Bells.

The Rochester Cathedral Company 

of Bell Ringers are raising funds  

for essential work required to  

ensure the future of the  
cathedral’s bells.

Help raise

      £100,000!

Founded in AD604, Rochester 

Cathedral is England’s second 

oldest. The present building 

dates back to the work of the 

French monk, Gundulf, in 1080. 

The glorious Norman architecture 

of the nave, parts of the crypt, 

as well as one of the finest 
Romanesque facades in England, 

make this an inspirational place 

to visit. The Cathedral is blessed 

with some fine examples of 
later Gothic styles as well as the 

magnificent 14th century Chapter 

Library door. Hidden from view 

is one of the oldest doors in 

England. Today, daily worship is 

central to the life of the Cathedral. 

There has been a community 

worshipping continually on this 

site for over 1400 years.

Rochester 
Cathedral
A brief history…
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